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ENGINEERS
WEEK" 2009

February MEETING
Thursday, Feb. 26, 2009

Time: Networking/Refreshments - 6pm, Presentation - 7pm
Place: Bethpage Public Library, Meeting Room, Lower Floor
Pizza / refreshments - $5
This is a joint event with the Long Island & NY Chapters of AIAA, IIE, & SME
RSVP Required (see back page for RSVP information and directions)

Topic: 100 Years of Aerospace Heritage on Long Island
Speaker: Tom Gwynne, VP for Programs, Cradle of Aviation Museum

significance of Long Island's
contributions to our nation's

aerospace heritage, yet many Long Islanders
are unaware of this fascinating aspect of local
history. This presentation will begin with a short
——= overview of the Cradle of Aviation Museum's
beginnings, recent accomplishments, and
current status. Following this introduction, we'll
take a virtual walk through time, stopping briefly
at each of the Museum's eight exhibit galleries.
Each gallery focuses on a particular time period
in the history of aviation on Long Island,
including the age of kites, balloons and gliders; the era of swashbuckling air meets; World
War [; the period between the world wars; World War Il; the jet age; the modern era; and
finally the space age. We'll begin our tour almost a hundred years ago, in 1909, with an
original Bleriot 11, the first airplane to fly across the English channel, and one with an
intriguing Long Island connection, and conclude in the eighth and final gallery, featuring a real
Lunar Module. This extraordinary vehicle is one of three LMs, manufactured here on Long
Island by Grumman, that were intended to go to the moon, but were never used. At every
gallery, we'll focus on a single aircraft or spacecraft, using it to provide a window onto the
people and technology of the period in Long Island aviation history it represents.

John T. (Tom) Gwynne was born and raised on Staten Island, attended the Staten
Island Academy and subsequently Brown University, where he graduated with a B. A. degree
in International Relations. He was then commissioned an officer in the United States Air
Force and attended a one-year pilot training program in Alabama. Assigned to a fighter
squadron, he served as an F-4 pilot for 6 years, including a combat tour in Vietnam during
which he was awarded two Distinguished Flying Crosses and 10 Air Medals.

Tom left the Air Force in 1969 and joined the Grumman Corporation of Bethpage as
a consultant on the Apollo Program. In 1972 he joined Grumman's Flight Test Department,
and spent the next 15 years test-flying the F-14, A-6, EA-6B, EF-111, OV-1, and Gulfstream
[l aircraft. In 1989 he was appointed Director of Flight Operations at Grumman's final
assembly facility at Calverton, transferring in 1994 to Florida to become Operations Manager
of Grumman's St. Augustine facility. After retiring from Grumman in 1997, he joined the
Cradle of Aviation Museum as Planning Manager and in 2001 was promoted to the post of
Vice President for Programs.

I t would be difficult to exaggerate the













